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Premontane wet forests in Costa Rica are areas nowadays represented
by fragments of primary and secondary forest, the structure and com-
position of which are defined by a combination of tropical and moun-
tain elements that present a heterogeneous spatial distribution and

= different successional stages. Factors such as altitude, latitude, tem-

§ perature and relative humidity create a special configuration that
allows easy establishment and growth of large communities of epi-
phytes, which generally cover almost all the tree. These epiphytes,
mostly mosses, liverworts, ferns, bromeliads and orchids, along with
lichens, define a special look unique to premontane forests, and also
contribute to the water economy of the ecosystem. The canopy layer
is dominated by species of the families Moraceae, Fabaceae, Laura-
ceae and Sapotaceae, while in the subcanopy and understory tree
ferns, vines, lianas, heliconias are better represented, along with a
large diversity of palms. These forests are also the habitat of a diverse
array of small mammals, birds and amphibians, making these areas
highly diverse habitats. Lichen communities are primarily epiphytic
and dominated by species in the crustose family Graphidaceae, the
foliose families Parmeliaceae, Lobariaceae and Collemataceae, and
fruticose species in the genera Usnea and Teloschistes.
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17 Cladonia ceratophylla 18 Cladonia didyma 19 Semiomphalina leptoglossoides 20 Multiclavula mucida




